The Gittins of Dawley Magna, Shropshire:

How they crossed the social divide from farmers to miners
John M Smith, December 2020

In 1610, there was only a single Gittins family in the parish of Dawley Magna and they owned a
small farm in Little Dawley on the land of the Earl of Craven. Over the next 200 years,
successive generations of this family continued to live in Dawley Magna. These generations
experienced at first hand the impact of major changes in the economy of East Shropshire. Their
livelihoods evolved from yeoman farmers, through paupers on poor relief, to industrial
workers. This article follows the fortunes of the Gittins families in my Gittins line, before
switching over to the line of Thomas Gittins who died in the Battle of Cinderloo.
In the 17th and 18th centuries, the agrarian economy of Dawley Magna was changing.
Previously, food was grown by local farmers and sold in the stalls of local markets at
“customary” prices. Now, small local farmers faced increased competition from larger, and
often more distant, farmers. Food prices began to fluctuate based on regional supply and
demand and, by 1700, there was a national market for wheat. Industrial workers were upset
when food prices were high, and engaged in violent protests against the farmers and market
sellers. Some small farmers found it difficult to survive, and their children increasingly joined
the ranks of industrial workers.
Alongside these changes to the old agrarian economy, a new capitalist economy was emerging
founded on the private ownership of coal mines and iron works. The industrial owners held all
the power to set the terms of employment for their workers. A worker was not allowed to vote
or to conspire with others to go on strike1. If a worker chose not to work on the owners’ terms,
he had no social safety net. When owners, facing difficult trade conditions, wanted to lower
wages to maintain profits, workers protested violently. The establishment favored the status
quo and sought to keep workers in their place. It took until 1825 for the government to redress
the balance of power by legalizing collective bargaining and giving workers the right to strike.
This work was originally inspired by the activities of the Cinderloo 1821 Committee in Telford.
This group is organizing a commemoration for the 200th anniversary of the “Battle of
Cinderloo”. This battle occurred in 1821 on the cinder hills of the Old Park Ironworks in Dawley
Magna. A group of protesting industrial workers were engaged by the Shropshire Yeomanry.
Two workers were fatally shot, and another was later tried and executed. One of those who
died was a “Thomas Gittins”. I am grateful to Shirley Bruneau of the Cinderloo 1821 Committee
for sharing her genealogical work on Thomas Gittins.
1

Apparently, Common Law prohibited workers from conspiring with others in restraint of trade, which included
efforts to raise wages or reduce working hours. It is unclear how frequently this law was applied in actual cases.
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In this article, most of the genealogical data comes from the Dawley Magna Parish Registers. In
addition, FindmyPast (FMP) was used to search registers in adjacent parishes and to locate
probate records. The Shropshire Archives provided records on farm leases. The Dawley Magna
parish registers were transcribed in a book prepared by the Reverend W. G. D. Fletcher F.S.A. in
1923. This book can be downloaded from the Dawley History Group website: see Dawley
Registers. It is a valuable free resource for anyone wishing to explore their ancestors in Dawley.
The book begins with an interesting history of Dawley, and concludes with a very useful index
of the names appearing in the registers.
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1. From Dawley Magna to the present
Here is my Gittins line, starting with Richard Gittins in 1610. Prior to the last three generations,
the majority of these people were illiterate. As a result, the spelling of the surname depended
on the whim of the person writing it down.
Born
Richard Gittins I ~1610
Richard Gettens II ~1637
Cornelius Gittins
1672
Richard Gittins III 1727
Richard Gitins IV 1758
Richard Gittins V 1786
Thomas Gittins
1808
Richard Gittings VI 1836
Frederick Gittins
1876
Maisie Gittens
1913
John M Smith
19xx

Married
Elizabeth ..?..
Elizabeth ..?..
Jane Darrell
Hannah Rhodes
Elizabeth Cooper
Esther Holmes
Elizabeth Jervis
Sarah Broxton
Elizabeth Bloor
Cecil Smith
xxxxx

Lived in Parish of
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna, Eyton, Wombridge
Eyton, Wombridge, Donnington Wood
Donnington Wood
Donnington Wood
Donnington Wood, Wrockwardine Wood
Wrockwardine Wood, Hadley
Hadley, moved to the USA

In subsequent sections, “Gittins” will be used as the standard form of the surname. With 6
different “Richard Gittins” in the parental line, it is helpful to distinguish them with Roman
numerals I through VI. For example, “Richard Gettens” will appear as “Richard Gittins II”.
Here is the Gittins line for Thomas Gittins again starting with Richard Gittins in 1610.
Born
Richard Gittins I ~1610
Richard Gettens II ~1637
John Gittins
~1664
Richard Gittins
1705
John Gittins
1731
Mary Gittins
1764
Thomas Gittins
1788

Married
Elizabeth ..?..
Elizabeth ..?..
Sarah Bagley
Joanna Johnson
Mary Powel
James Ingle

Lived in Parish of
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna
Dawley Magna, Wellington, Church Pulverbatch
Wellington, Church Pulverbatch, Dawley Magna

These two lines show that Thomas Gittins was my 4th cousin, 4 times removed. By most
standards, he is not what you would call a close relative. However, to my knowledge, he is my
only relative to be shot and killed by law enforcement. I also respect his determination to stand
up to the Shropshire Yeomanry in the cause of the working man. Our yeoman ancestors, had
they foreseen the future, might have held a different opinion.
Dawley Magna parish touches Wellington parish and Wombridge parish to the north, and
Shifnal parish to the east. A map of parishes around Wellington may be found here.

4
2. Richard Gittins I
Richard Gittins I born ~1610, died 1662, married:
Elizabeth (surname unknown) died 7 Feb 1683.
- Elinor, not known if she married.
- Margaret, died Leighton 1 Nov 1722, married Richard Blest died Leighton 3 Apr 1707,
children Thomas, Richard2 and William.
- Richard Gittins II, likely born around 1637.
Richard was born about 1610 in the ancient manor of Little Dawley within the parish of Dawley
Magna. At this time, King James I was on the throne, having uncovered the Gunpowder Plot
some 5 years earlier. Parliament was concerned with curtailing King James’ ability to act
independently in raising money and proclaiming new laws. Back in Dawley Magna, the main
concern of the inhabitants was having a good harvest. Coal was being mined in parts of the
parish, but only on a small scale. The parish still had a predominantly agrarian economy and
social structure.
Beneath the gentry were those who labored for their livelihood. There were many prosperous
tenant farmers who were styled “yeoman” to denote their economic independence and the
social gulf between them and those who eked out a bare existence. Some were the younger
sons of gentlemen; others aspired to enter the ranks of the gentry, having amassed sufficient
wealth to be secure against the fluctuations of the agrarian economy. Like the gentry, the
yeomanry was involved in local government, performing most of the day-to-day, face-to-face
tasks. Yeoman were village elders, constables, and tax collectors, and they composed the juries
that heard cases at quarter sessions.
Filling out the ranks of rural society were husbandmen, cottagers, and laborers. Husbandmen
were tenant farmers at or near self-sufficiency; cottagers were tenants with cottages and
scraps of land, dependent on a range of jobs to make ends meet; and laborers were those who
were entirely dependent on waged employment on the land of others. They were the vast
majority of local inhabitants, and their lives were bound up in the struggle for survival.
Richard was a tenant farmer who leased his farm from the Earl of Craven -- the Lord of the
Manor who owned the land in Little Dawley. Most information about Richard Gittins I comes
from his Will dated 28 Jan 1661 (see next page). In the preamble to the Will, Richard styles
himself as a “husbandman”.
Under the Will, Richard’s wife Elizabeth received the lease on the house and lands for her
lifetime, after which the lease passed down to the first son Richard Gittins II. The latter also
received the house table, some articles from the two bedrooms, and half of next year’s corn

2

Richard Blest will be mentioned again in Section 4 in regard to a complex contract settlement involving Cornelius
Gittins.
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harvest. Each of the three children received the gift of livestock – heifers and lambs. All of
Richard’s god children got a shilling each. The family was wealthy enough to keep a maidservant who also received a gift. It appears that the Will was proven in 1662, so Richard likely
died that year at the age of about 52.
As required at the time, the Will is accompanied by an inventory of household goods, livestock
and stored crops (e.g. seed corn and hay). The inventory is quite long but only partially
readable. Based on the readable portions, the value of the total inventory is £50-£60.
Inventory values are hard to compare3 between one farmer and another. However, as a
general guide, we will assume that the value range for a yeoman is between £25 and £100.
Richard’s inventory value is somewhere in the middle of that range.

At the same time as he prepared his Will, and perhaps anticipating his own impending death,
Richard Gittins I renewed his lease on the farm. At that time, so-called “three lives” leases were
preferred to “fixed term” leases. Such a lease continues until the death of the last of three
named living individuals, but no longer than 99 years. The named individuals do not have to be
related. New lives can be added to extend the lease although this could trigger a rent increase.
The lease can also be inherited subject to a “heriot” (an annual assessment). Richard Gittins I
probably waited to renew the lease until Richard Gittins II had his first son.
Shropshire Archives has the following record4 of an indenture (meaning a contract) with the
Earl of Craven:
Indenture dated 31 December 12 Charles II 1660 between 1) William Lord Craven; 2) Richard
Gittins of Little Dawley, yeoman. For surrender etc. - lease of a cottage in Little Dawley for 99
years for the lives of Richard, Richard his son and Richard, son of John Bot[?] of Stirchley,
yeoman, at a rent, a heriot.
It appears that the indenture is for the lives of Richard Gittins II, Richard Gittins II’s recently
born son Richard, and the son of a certain John Bot. (The identity of John Bot is not known). In
this way, Richard Gittins I ensures that the farm lease continues for the lifetimes of his son and
grandson. This being the case, the grandson was likely born around 1660 (the indenture date),
and his son Richard Gittins II was likely born about 1637.
It is interesting that Richard Gittins I styles himself as a “yeoman” in the indenture but as a
“husbandman” in the Will. For a tenant farmer, there is no substantive distinction between the
two styles. Richard probably used whatever term seemed most suitable for a given context.
However, there is a substantive distinction between a tenant farmer and a freehold farmer. It
was Henry VI, in 1432, who made the law that voting was limited to male landowners whose
property exceeded a certain value. Richard was a tenant farmer and could not vote.
3

Inventory values vary by location, and also fluctuate across the annual farm calendar.
This record is only an index record. An image of the actual contract should be available when Shropshire Archives
reopens after closure due to the pandemic. With the full contract, my interpretation of the names could change.
4
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3. Richard Gittins II
Richard Gittins II born ~1637, died 10 May 1721, married ~1658:
Elizabeth (surname unknown) died 24 Aug 1715.
- Richard, born ~1660, died 20 Nov 1731, married Margaret (perhaps Margaret Cope
in Madeley in 1691), who died 9 Sept 1698, and then married Sarah (surname
illegible) on 30 Apr 1699.
- John, born ~1664, died 1730, married Isabell Con[illegible] on 6 Feb 1692, who died
13 Dec 1701, and then married Sarah Bagley in Shifnal in 5 May 1702.
- Elizabeth baptized 1667.
- Thomas, baptized 1669 and buried 1682.
- Cornelius Gittins, baptized 1672.
- Benjamin, baptized 1674 and buried 1681.
- Joseph, baptized 1679 and buried 1735 in Madeley.
- Ellenor, baptized 1680.
The Dawley Magna Registers begin in 1666. By working sequentially through the registers, it is
possible to determine which Gittins families were already living in Dawley Magna in that year.
It turns out that Richard Gittins II, and his wife Elizabeth, had the only Gittins family in Dawley
Magna in 1666. The registers record the later Dawley Magna marriages of the first two children
Richard and John (see also Appendix 1), and the baptisms of the subsequent five children.
Richard was born a few years before the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642. At the start
of the conflict, Dawley Castle was held by a Royalist garrison for Charles I. However, in 1645,
the garrison dismantled the castle, and evacuated, leaving the remnants to fall under the
control of the Parliamentarians. When the Civil War ended in 1651, Richard would have been
around 14 years old and helping out on his father’s farm. He married Elizabeth about 7 years
later. Just after their first two sons were born, during 1665 and 1666, England suffered through
the last outbreak of bubonic plague. Fortunately for Dawley Magna, the biggest impact of the
plague was felt in the densely populated parts of London.
A farmer’s prosperity was critically dependent on the weather. Exceptional weather could
reduce crop yields resulting in a poor harvest of corn and animal feed. The winter of 1708 1709 was so severely cold that not only did the harvest fail, but some livestock died in their
barns. The period from January 5th to early April has come to be known as the “Great Frost”.
Across much of Europe, rivers froze and birds fell dead from the sky. The end result was
massive food shortages and extremely high food prices – reportedly, 600,000 people died from
famine in France. It would take several years for farmers to recover from their losses and
return their farms to normal food production.
As Richard’s children got married, only the eldest son Richard stayed at home to continue work
on the farm. The others moved away to create their own livelihoods and raise their own
families. The younger Richard took care of his parents until his mother died in 1715, and his
father died in 1721. Probate records show that Richard died intestate and the younger Richard
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was appointed as Administrator to settle his affairs. The house and lands passed down to the
younger Richard who was also the second life on the lease.
The younger Richard died 10 years later in 1731. Probate records provide the younger
Richard’s Will and an inventory of his possessions. Gifts to his children are one shilling each,
and there is no mention of any house servants. The total value of his inventory is £24 – less
than half the value of his grandfather’s inventory. Overall, it appears that the farm went into a
general decline since the lease was last renewed in 1660.
The lease was passed down by the younger Richard to his son. However, the lease was now
into the third life (of Richard Bot) and nearing its end. As we will see shortly, the lease was
most likely renewed in 1736 by Cornelius Gittins.
At this point, the Gittins’ lines of myself and Thomas Gittins diverge. I am descended from
Cornelius, whereas Thomas is descended from the second marriage of John Gittins to Sarah
Bagley. John, died intestate in 1730. His probate record indicates only that his son (also John)
was appointed as Administrator. There are no indentures associated with John Gittins, and so
he was probably not a tenant farmer.
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4. Cornelius Gittins
Cornelius Gittins born 11 Jan 1672, died 15 Jun 1750, married 27 Jun 1717:
Jane Darrell5 born 5 Jan 1691 in Little Wenlock, died 13 Mar 1758.
- Elizabeth baptized 6 July 1718.
- Jane baptized 27 Mar 1720.
- Mary baptized 25 Feb 1722.
- Elinor baptized 28 Feb 1725.
- Richard Gittins III baptized 29 Oct 1727.
- Margaret baptized 21 Mar 1731.
- Cornelius baptized 24 Feb 1734, burial date unknown6.
- Judith baptized 17 June 1739.
He was born on his father’s farm in Little Dawley in 1672 at a time when the parish population
was still small. In 1676, Compton’s Religious Census showed that the population of Dawley
Magna consisted of 210 Conformists, 1 Papist and 0 Non-Conformists. Unfortunately, the
census instructions were ambiguous, and it is not clear whether all adults, only male adults, or
families were being counted. In any event, that small population would soon start to grow
rapidly.
In 1709, at Coalbrookdale in Madeley Parish, there were major developments in the iron
industry. Abraham Darby had started to produce cast iron using a blast furnace fired by coke
rather than charcoal. Unlike coke, charcoal was expensive and in limited supply. Coke was
obtained by igniting heaps of coal so that only the outer layer burned. Coke was coal that had
been heated, but not burned, from the interior of the heap. Coke produced better quality iron
than coal, but not as good as charcoal. The demand for coke and ironstone in Coalbrookdale
increased mining activity in Dawley Magna.
Despite the new job opportunities in mining, there were always people who could not find
work. Their only support was first, the family, and second, parish relief. The Poor Law dates
back to 1601 during the reign of Elizabeth. The law declared that parents and children were
responsible for the welfare of each other, and that elderly parents should live with their
children. The law also established a parish Poor Rate which was a tax on property owners in
the parish. Revenue from the Poor Rate was used to provide relief to the “deserving” poor –
those who wanted to work, could not find a job and could not be supported by their family. In
1723, the Workhouse Test Act established parish workhouses intended to generate revenue to
reduce the Poor Rate for property owners. Applicants for poor relief were then required to
perform set work at the workhouse before any relief was provided.

5

There was a Jane Darrell baptized in Dawley Magna on Nov, 1, 1682. However, she died, and was buried in
Dawley Magna March 24, 1691. This burial record is missing from the Reverend Fletcher transcription of the
Dawley Magna Parish Registers. However, it can be seen in an image of the original registers available on FMP.
6
He was witnessing marriages in the parish registers until the end of 1755.
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As a young man, Cornelius likely stayed at home working for his father on the farm. There is no
evidence that he leased his own farm at this time. However, it seems that he earned enough
money to make mortgage loans to others. The Shropshire Archives provides details of the
following transaction:
Recital: 4 June 1706, mortgage between Cornelius Gittins of Dawley, yeo., and Fras Blest of
Kynnersley, yeo. (1) Rd Blest (2) Thos Smyth of the Hem, Idsall alias Shifnal, yeo. (3). (1) at the
request of (2) demised to (3) the messuage and farm in Madeley then in the occ. of Rd Blest, … in
consideration of £160 paid to (2) by (3). To hold to (3) for 500 years at a peppercorn rent, with a
proviso for redemption if (2) paid (3) £160 on 4 June 1713 and in the meantime paid yearly £8 on 3
Dec. and 3 June in equal portions.

The Blests were family relatives from the time of Richard Gittins I. Two facts stand out – first
that Cornelius was considered a yeoman in 1706, and second that Cornelius was involved in
lending money to others. Unfortunately, the transaction details are insufficient to determine
what risk Cornelius took on, or how much money was involved.
When Cornelius married in 1717, he was 45 years old, and 19 years older than his wife Jane.
This match may seem unlikely, but we will see shortly that there is confirming evidence.
However, his older age does raise the question of whether he might have had a previous
marriage. It is just possible7 that, like Dick Whittington, Cornelius went off to London to seek
his fortune around 20 years of age. If so, he did not become Lord Mayor of London -- instead,
he married another Gittins, Mary Gittins, in 1692 at Aldgate St. James, London. They had one
son named Cornelius who died aged two.
By 1731, Cornelius had been appointed to the position of Parish Clerk for Dawley Magna. His
position was noted in the parish registers alongside the baptisms of his last three children. As a
yeoman, Cornelius should have been a respected member of the parish and well suited to his
new position. In general, the parish clerk carried out much of the nonspiritual work of the
parish in exchange for a small salary. The office was held for life and commonly passed from
father to son. See Appendix 2 for more details on the role of a parish clerk.
Cornelius (age 64) leased his own farm in 1736 with his son Richard (age 8) as the second life.
The Shropshire Archives provides the following record:
Indenture dated 17 Jul 10 Geo II 1736. Between 1) William Lord Craven; 2) Cornelius Gittins of Little
Dawley yeoman. Lease of a cottage in Little Dawley for 99 years for the lives of Gittins (aged 64), his
son Richard (8) & Robert s. of Thomas Darrell (10), at a rent & Suit of Court.

7

For a Cornelius Gittins in this timeframe and for the whole of England, FMP has only two baptism records (one in
Westbury, Shropshire in 1667 to Edmund and Martha, and the other in Dawley Magna in 1672 to Richard Gittins
II). Likewise, FMP has only two marriage records for a Cornelius Gittins (one in Dawley Magna in 1717 to Jane
Darrell, and the other in London in 1692 to Mary Gittins). Either the Westbury Cornelius, or the Dawley Magna
Cornelius, may have travelled to London and married Mary Gittins. FMP has no record for the death of the
Westbury Cornelius.
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This record confirms the large age gap between Cornelius and his son Richard, and provides
supporting evidence for the large age gap between Cornelius and his wife Jane. It is likely, but
not certain, that Cornelius leased the same farm that his deceased father, and deceased
brother, had leased previously. In any case, the farm was intended to provide a source of
income for Richard Gittins III in future years. With his sons far too young to run the farm by
themselves, Cornelius must have split his time between his duties as a farmer and as a parish
clerk.
It would seem that Cornelius could look forward to a busy, but stable and prosperous, old age.
However, this was not to be. Both Cornelius and Richard would eventually die as paupers8. The
only possible explanation is that Cornelius and Richard had lost their primary source of income - their farm. That would occur only if they broke the terms of their lease, most likely by not
keeping up with the rent payments. The farm must have been repossessed by the Earl of
Craven, and the Gittins family forced to vacate.
The failure of Cornelius’s farm was likely caused in whole, or in part, by another “Great Frost” in
the winter of 1739 – 1740. Both January and February had subzero mean temperatures, and
again rivers froze. The River Severn was frozen solid enough to support the famous Shrewsbury
Frost Fair during which the rope-walker Robert Cadman died -- his rope broke while he was
descending from St. Mary’s steeple to a field across the river. In Dawley Magna, the principal
corn crop was wheat. Sown around the beginning of October, the wheat seeds germinated and
then overwintered as small seedlings. During the Great Frost, the seedlings died in the fields.
After losing the farm, Cornelius had his small salary as parish clerk to fall back on, but this was
unlikely to feed and house a large family still raising young children. As a pauper he would have
received poor relief from the parish either in cash or in food and clothing. He may also have
performed work at the workhouse if Dawley Magna had one at this time.
Cornelius died in 1750 without leaving a will, and it would take the Ecclesiastical Probate Court
12 years to appoint one of Cornelius’s creditors, Thomas Darrell, as Administrator. He found
that the total value of Cornelius’s estate was less than £20. This figure does not suggest the
actual estate value – it was just the threshold for avoiding Stamp Duty. Jane survived Cornelius
by 8 years.
How quickly fortunes can change. In just a few years, the family of a seemingly successful
yeoman was reduced to poverty. Poverty may have taken its toll on the next generation.
Richard Gittins III died at a young age, and his extended family experienced multiple deaths in a
short period of time.

8

Cornelius and Richard were recorded as paupers in their burial entries in the parish register.
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5. Richard Gittins III
Richard Gittins III born 29 Oct 1727, died 27 Jun 1760, married 20 Jul 1753 in Shrewsbury:
Hannah Rhodes born 19 Dec 1731 in Cardeston, remarried 5 Jan 1763 to Joseph Gough.
- Cornelius baptized 5 Sep 1754, buried 22 Jan 1758.
- Richard Gittins IV baptized 22 Jan 1758.
- Rosannah baptized 27 July 1760, married Richard Prestwood 1780.
He presumably worked on his father’s farm until it was repossessed and then, after his father
died, took over his role as parish clerk. In 1753, Richard married Hannah Rhodes and they had
their first child the following year. At this point, Richard probably needed additional income. In
1755, local jobs became available in iron working, as well as coal mining, when Abraham Darby
II started production at the first blast furnace in Dawley Magna located in Horsehay. There
must have been some reason why Richard did not qualify for these jobs, otherwise, he would
not have been eligible for poor relief. In any event, he ultimately applied for poor relief and
used it to supplement his small salary as parish clerk.
In 1756, very high food prices led to violent protests across large parts of England. In the
Dawley Magna area, industrial workers believed that the food producers (e.g. farmers, millers,
bakers) were stocking food to sell at excessive prices. Groups of protesters forced sellers at
local markets in Wellington, Shifnal and Broseley to sell food at customary prices at the risk of
having their food seized. In some places, the homes of food producers were raided and food
was stolen.
The local farmers were outraged. Their view was that industrial wages were higher than farm
wages. If the industrial workers would only refrain from boozing away their wages on pay day,
they could afford all the food they needed. Furthermore, food prices were controlled by the
large farms and national supply and demand, not by the local farmers. Small farmers faced a
struggle to survive. When prices were high after a poor harvest, they had less food to sell and
needed the money to continue running their farms.
After nearly a week, the protests were put down by large bands of farmers and their laborers,
led by magistrates. The magistrates enforced the Riot Act of 1714 which permitted the
dispersal of groups of more than twelve who were unlawfully or riotously assembled together.
When groups of protesters refused to disperse, some protesters were taken prisoner, and some
prisoners were later executed.
1758 to 1760 were difficult years for Richard’s family as birth became intertwined with death.
In 1758, on the same day that their son Richard Gittins IV was baptized, their son Cornelius was
buried at age 3. Two months later, Richard’s grandmother Jane died. In 1759, Richard’s
younger sister Margaret had an illegitimate child also named after their deceased father
Cornelius. In 1760, Richard himself died and his burial record showed him as the late parish
clerk and a pauper. He was buried on the same day that his daughter Rosannah was baptized.
Her birth was shortly followed by the death of the illegitimate Cornelius.
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In 1763, Richard’s wife Hannah married for a second time. Her new husband, a collier named
Joseph Gough, moved to Dawley Magna from Bridgnorth. Joseph became the stepfather of
Hannah’s two surviving children Rosannah (age 2) and Richard Gittins IV (age 5). A month after
the marriage, Joseph and Hannah had a daughter Priscilla baptized in Dawley Magna.
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6. Richard Gittins IV
Richard Gittins IV born 22 Jan 1758, died 4 Feb 1816 Lilleshall, married Eyton on 1 Sep 1785:
Elizabeth Cooper (Cowper) born 28 Sep 1763 Lilleshall, died 6 Dec 1835 Wrockwardine Wood.
- Richard Gittins V baptized 21 May 1786 in Eyton.
- Cornelius baptized 28 Nov 1790 in Eyton.
- Rosannah baptized 23 Oct 1796 in Wombridge.
From age 5, Richard was raised as the stepson of James Gough. In effect, he had moved from a
family with a farming heritage into the family of a collier. From this point on, the men in my
Gittins line would continue to be industrial workers.
Richard may well have been employed as a child worker in a coal mine or ironworks, working
six days a week. Later, his two sons may have done the same, but they could at least attend
school on Sundays. In 1785, the government introduced Sunday Schools for child workers.
Sunday was picked, not because it was the Holy Day, but because that was the only day of the
week when child workers were not employed. The curriculum may have included some
religious instruction, but the main goal was to teach basic literacy skills.
In 1795, after a bad harvest, food prices were again extremely high, and some industrial
workers were unable to purchase bread. Fearful of violent protests, the works owners, landed
gentry, farmers and other food suppliers got together to raise a “food subscription” for the
needy. Corn was imported via Liverpool and transported to East Shropshire. One barge full of
corn for Wellington was temporarily stopped by rowdy demonstrators on the canal near
Stafford. The subscription was used to sell the corn, and related food products, at subsidized
prices. This effort was largely successful in quelling the unrest, but the Wrekin Company of the
Shropshire Yeomanry was called out to disperse rioters in Madeley Wood.
Before 1785, Richard Gittins IV moved to the parish of Eyton. The main part of Eyton lay to the
north of Wellington and was a very rural area. But Eyton also had another part, called
Hortonwood, that was completely detached from the main part. Hortonwood borders the
Wellington-Newport road through Trench. At this time, Trench was a relatively small, but
growing, industrial area. Richard lived in Trench where he was very close to the parishes of
Wombridge, Wrockwardine Wood, Donnington Wood and Lilleshall. Subsequently, all of these
parishes were involved in the lives of his family members.
In 1785, Richard married Elizabeth Cooper from the parish of Lilleshall, and they had three
children. Their two sons Richard Gittins V and Cornelius were baptized in Eyton, and their
daughter was baptized in Wombridge. Here are some additional details about the children.
-

Richard Gittins V married Esther Holmes in Lilleshall Parish on 30 April 1807. The
marriage was witnessed by his mother Elizabeth. He died in Donnington Wood and was
buried in Lilleshall 15 Jan 1832.
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-

Cornelius is hard to pin down. In the 1841 Census, he is staying with his sister
Rosannah, and her husband, in Neachell near Wolverhampton. He is a miner by
occupation. He could not be found in the 1851 census, and so may have died during the
previous 10 years. It is not known whether Cornelius married.

-

Rosannah married James Osbourne in Eyton on 19 May 1823. From this time forwards,
she uses the shortened name Hannah. Hannah and James were living in Trench when
their son James was baptized on 19 Aug 1823. In the 1841 Census, they are living in
Neachell with their son James and Hannah’s brother Cornelius. James and his son are
both miners. Hannah likely died in Wolverhampton in 1845, and James in Birmingham
in 1847. Neither of them could be found in the 1851 census.

At the time of his death on 4 Feb 1816, Richard Gittins IV was living in Trench in Eyton parish.
Eyton Church did not have a graveyard, and so Richard was buried in Lilleshall parish. He died
at age 59, and Elizabeth survived him by 8 years.
In the next section, we switch over from my Gittins line, to Mary Gittins the mother of Thomas
Gittins who died in the Battle of Cinderloo. Mary Gittins is the 3rd cousin of Richard Gittins V.
The two Gittins lines are shown in Section 2.
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7. Mary Gittins, Thomas Gittins and the Battle of Cinderloo
Mary Gittins born 1764 Dawley Magna, died 1848 Wellington(?).
- Phoebe, bap. Phoebus Gittins, 1787 Wellington, illegitimate.
- Thomas, bap. Thomas Ingle, 1788 Wellington, illegitimate.
Married 1788 Eyton:
James Ingle born 1755 Wellington(?), died 1799 Wellington, pauper.
- Jane, bap. 1791 Wellington.
- Sarah, bap. 1793 Wellington.
Married 1798 Church Pulverbatch:
William Baugh born 1767 Little Wenlock, died ?
- Letitia, bap. 1803, Dawley Magna.
- Benjamin, bap. 1805, Dawley Magna.
- John, bap. 1806, Dawley Magna.
- Mary Ann, bap. 1808, Dawley Magna.
- Harriett, bap. 1809, Dawley Magna.
- Ann, bap. 1811, Dawley Magna.
- William, bap. 1813, Dawley Magna.
There is evidence that Mary knew Richard Gittins V personally. Richard’s brother-in-law, James
Osborne, was previously married to a niece of Mary named Ann. Richard and his sister Hannah
were both witnesses to James and Ann’s marriage in Eyton parish. Ann died shortly after the
marriage, and then James married Hannah in Eyton parish.
Mary had two illegitimate children before she married James Ingle. The first child was baptized
as Phoebus Gittins, but came to be called Phoebe Ingle. The second child was baptized as
Thomas Ingle, but preferred to be called Thomas Gittins. (James Ingle married Mary just a few
days after Thomas was baptized.) James and Mary had two more children before James died.
Mary then married William Baugh and they had 7 children. All in all, Mary had 11 children.
James Ingle died as a pauper, so his family had no means of support other than poor relief.
After his death, Mary and the 4 children spent a period of time in Church Pulverbatch.
Apparently, they were staying with relatives of James Ingle who could house and feed them.
Mary married William Baugh in Church Pulverbatch, and then the family moved to Dawley
Magna.
In 1790, in Dawley Magna, the industrialist Thomas Botfield opened 3 blast furnaces on an
estate in Old Park, and then added a 4th blast furnace in 1801. These blast furnaces provided
additional jobs which led to further increases in the local population. Over the years, the blast
furnaces produced huge quantities of waste in the form of cinders which were mounded into
vast cinder hills on the site.
In 1795, during the French Revolutionary Wars, there were growing concerns about a French
invasion, and fears of insurrection in England. This led to the formation of mounted military
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forces in each County. In Shropshire, men were recruited mainly from landowners and tenant
farmers to form the Shropshire Yeomanry. Each recruit was required to provide his own horse.
After the defeat of Napoleon in 1815, the Shropshire Yeomanry was retained as a politically
reliable force that could be deployed in support of the civil authorities.
During the Napoleonic War 1803-1814 there was strong demand for iron. This resulted in a
boom for the iron and coal industry in East Shropshire and the wages for industrial workers
stayed high. After the war, the iron trade fell into a depression and the works owners sought
wage cuts. In 1815, matters were made worse when Parliament passed the Corn Laws. These
laws benefited the farmers by limiting the import of corn and keeping food prices artificially
high. While the laws helped to protect England’s national food supply, they also contributed to
the distress of industrial workers.
In 1821 there was a sense of looming crisis. The industrial workers felt oppressed on all fronts
-- by the Government, the civil authorities, the works owners and even the Church. These
entities formed the establishment and worked together to maintain the status quo. The
establishment was fearful of civil disorder, and sought to keep workers in their place. Matters
came to a head when industrial workers banded together to protest wage cuts. Bands of
workers marched from one industrial works to another damaging equipment and intimidating
other workers who stayed on the job.
Finally, the civil authorities called out the Shropshire Yeomanry, who caught up with the
protestors on the cinder hills of Old Park Ironworks. A battle ensued in which the yeomanry
opened fire on the workers. Two colliers were mortally wounded, and a third was captured and
later hung. One of the two colliers who died was Mary Gittins’ son Thomas.
In 1824 and 1825, Parliament passed Bills to repeal previous laws banning workers from
combining (or conspiring) together to change the terms of their employment. Workers now
had the right to form Trade Unions, to engage in collective bargaining and to hold strikes.
However, these activities were required to be peaceful and without menace to employers, or
intimidation of fellow workers.
In Dawley Magna, the owners of iron works and coal mines could no longer freely exploit their
workers in the quest for profit. Workers now had the means to push back on unreasonable
demands without fear of being arrested, or shot, by the Shropshire Yeomanry. If the 1824-1825
Bills had been passed just four years earlier, the 1821 protests could have been settled
peacefully, and Thomas Gittins would not have been killed.
Thomas’s mother, Mary Gittins lived on until she was aged 84. In her older years, she was
cared for in Malinslee by Phoebe her first child. Phoebe never married. Mary died in 1846 and
Phoebe in 1861.
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8. Appendices
1. More information about Richard and John, the first and second sons of Richard Gittins II.
The children of Richard (born ~1660, died 1731) and Margaret (first 3) and Sarah (last 3):
- Richard baptized 1692.
- Margaret baptized 1694.
- Mary baptized 1696.
- Sara baptized 1701.
- Elliner baptized 1704.
- Robert baptized 1708.
The Will of Richard (dated 28 Sept 1731) passes the farm to his eldest son Richard with the farm
animals, corn and household goods going to his wife Sara and other son Robert. The Will and
the associated property evaluation are available on FMP.
The children of John (born ~1664, died 1730) and Isabel (first 2) and Sarah (last 2):
- Mary baptized 1693.
- Elinor baptized 1698.
- John baptized 1702.
- Richard baptized 1705 (married Joanna Johnson in 1729).
2. More information about the role of a Parish Clerk.
The exact responsibilities of “parish clerk” varied from parish to parish and incumbent to
incumbent. In general, the parish clerk carried out much of the nonspiritual work of the parish
in exchange for a small salary. The office was held for life and commonly passed from father to
son.
The parish clerk attended practically every church service, keeping dogs out and people awake
and collecting pew rents and customary fees. He wrote the accounts if the wardens and
overseers were illiterate, made out fair copies of the lists of church rates, assisted officers in
their collection, and was capable of dealing with intransigent Independents and Quakers,
perhaps assisted in a town by a beadle. He collected tolls on sheep pastured in the churchyard
(too sour for cattle), on those who hung their washing there and from those who set up stalls
along the path on market days. He collected money also on the approved “briefs” (appeals)
circulated to assist those who had suffered loss by fire or other misfortune.

